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Castro Accuses U.S. of Hounding Vesco 


By WILLIAM R. LOftc, Times Staff Writer 


H AVAN A— A farfaxM Commu- 
nift (Mending a fugitive capitalist? 
It might wem odd, but there waa 
Prertdent Fidai Castro filing a 
press conference Sunday that fugi- 
tive finance Robert Vesco ia being 
pe rs ec ute d by the United SUtes "as 
if hevereabeast” 

Castro's remarks about Vesco 
shed little new Hght on the shad- 
owy life and times of the fanner 
mutual fund operator, who is 
charged with of swindling inves- 
tors out of hundred! of miiiirw of 
dollars. But the Cuban leader did 
acknowledge that Vemo probably 
has been living in Cuba. He also - 
denied recent reports that Vesco 
wss under house arrest. 

The U.S. Department of Justice 
said Friday that Vesco was under 
arrest in his Havana home, con- 
firming a televuion report by NBC 
News. 

The Cuban leader waa a«lr»d tn 
comment on the 1 Justice DmgtT 
ment statement during a press 
cqpference Castw held to tal k 
jbiut last wee k's neetina hereof 
l4Cn Amcrtca a foreign debt. 


o ac- 
cused the televise network’s 


news team of collaborating with 
the ClA an d with CntJn 

laws in preparing Its report 

vesco has been a fugitive since 
the early 1970s, when the Securi- 
ties and Exchange Commission al- 
leged in a civil complaint that he 
stole $392 million from mutual fund 
investors. He has reportedly lived 
in Cuba since 1982. 

‘Had Ntwkm te Os’ 

Last February. Castro said that 
he did not know whether V es co 
was in Cuba, adding, “but be may 
be, or he may paas through here 
sometime.” In Sunday’s pr ess con- 
ference, he went further. 

“The first time he came here, he 
didn’t have anywhere to go, be- 
cause he was bring persecuted like 
a beast,” Castro said. “He came 
here to ask for medical care, and it 
was then that he was authorized to 
receive this medical aiwiriance. 
And if he wants to live, let him live 
here. 

“If he wants medical services, we 
will give him the medical services. 
We don’t care about what he did in 
the United States. We’re not inter- 
ested in the money that he has. 


whether it was $100 or $600 bil- 
lion— we don’t care.” 

Castro said Friday’s television 
report cm Vesco was at 

diverting attention from the Ha- 
vana foreign debt conference. He 
said the TV crew hid among btmhes 
near a home where Vesco is said to 
live. 

“It it probable that he is living 
there; I don’t know," Caatro said. “1 
don’t know him; I don’t know 
where the person lives. 

‘Hew DM They Knew ThatT 

“Now then, how did they know 
that? It w as undoubt edly because. 

agents of the Central Intelligence 
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'Now they have come un with a 

IZ 1 A .til 

itlon to- 


tran. an intelli gence opera! 
gether with the CIA. Theyl 
Cuban lawa to take some 


?y violated 


- — laws to take some photo- 
graphs in front of the house o' tK& 
man. ' — — 

'la it fair to harass a human 
like that? And they boast so 


™ aai; mvj woot ou 

much about human rights. They’re 
Harassing a man throughout the 
world as if he were a beast/’ 
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